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Understanding Painting Media    Stuart Brownlee – 512319 
 
Part 4 – Study visit       
 
 

Homeland to Mainland by Edward MacMillan 
 

Castle Gallery, Inverness – 24th March 2017 
 

 
 
Edward MacMillan, a well known local artist and former proprietor of the Inverness 
art materials shop, Artmedia (now closed), has long standing family connections with 
South Harris in the Outer Hebrides. He trained at Grays School of Art in Aberdeen 
and has exhibited work with the RWS in London and the RSW in Edinburgh. 
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For this exhibition Edward produced a series of paintings based on his personal 
connections with Harris and Inverness. He says of Harris “I have always been 
inspired by the diverse landscape. I am inspired by the sense of space, colour, 
texture, and in particular the rock formations.” 
 
He paints in watercolour and in these works he uses a series of washes and glazes 
to build up vibrant colour. 
 

 
 
His work is very detailed in interpretation of the landscape (rock formations) and 
buildings (churches, lighthouses, croft houses) that catch his interest. Of particular 
interest to me is the manner in which he uses colour washes to good effect in both 
sea and sky. 
 
A particular delight, not shown here unfortunately from the exhibition catalogue, is 
the highly professional framing of each work – the picture frame inviting the viewer 
into the scene by dint of its depth of frame layers (two, sometimes three deep). 
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I can imagine myself in these scenes, and while his work is pleasing on the eye and 
evocative of place and space, it displays a level of detail that I am trying to move 
away from in my own studies. My aspiration is to develop a more fluid, expressive 
and painterly style that still manages to capture the essence of place, space, figure, 
or object. 
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