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Understanding Painting Media    Stuart Brownlee – 512319 
 
Part 3 – Study visit      Sunday 29th January, 2017 
 

 
 

“A Layered Land” – Timespan winter 2017 exhibition. 
 
The Timespan museum and gallery is located in the east-coast Sutherland fishing 
village of Helmsdale [http://timespan.org.uk/]. From my home in Balnain, 
Glenurquhart to Helmsdale is a round-trip of 166 miles and as we have few 
opportunities to visit galleries to view art work in the Highlands I made this trip to find 
out what the exhibited work was all about. 
 
Two artists were showing work that reacted with, and to, the north of Scotland’s 
distinctive peatlands. 
 
Magi Sinclair is a Caithness based artist whose work is created using various media, 
including ink, salt, watercolour, oils, charcoal and carbon. She produces sketches, 
etchings and monoprints. 
 
In her current body of work she uses carbon to create large drawings of the vast 
peatland bog known as the Flow Country which is located in the middle of the 
counties of Sutherland and Caithness. 
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These images from the exhibition don’t do justice to the drawings due to the 
reflective lighting from overhead and windows opposite. However, here are a couple 
of examples from Magi’s website http://www.magisinclair.co.uk/flow-country 
[Accessed: 30 January 2017] 
 

 
Magi Sinclair Heart of the Flows, [Carbon on paper, 72x108cm]. 
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Magi Sinclair Lichen Study, [Charcoal on paper, 18x28cm] 
 
Magi says on her website that both her large drawings in carbon and her charcoal 
sketches intend to “convey a sense of being in the land and appreciation of the 
impermanence of such landscapes”, which I believe she has achieved admirably. 
 
 
The second artist exhibited is Caroline Dear who is based on the Island of Skye 
http://www.carolinedear.co.uk/ [Accessed: 30 January 2017]. Caroline’s exhibited 
work takes peat as both the subject and the medium used, including using it as 
printing ink in her screenprinting process. Peat is made from sphagnum and Caroline 
works specifically with sphagnum skyense (Skye bog moss) found on Skye. 
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   Exhibition wall drawing 
 
Magi made drawings of the sphagnum, used the sphagnum itself and used peat as 
the medium for printing. She also gathered stories from folk of their memories of peat 
cutting, with the stories set inside a square of peat and using the peat itself as 
printing ink. What was exhibited here were the small 40x40cm print editions. The 
wall drawing was made by layering peat on the exhibition room wall. 
 
Both artists exhibited here demonstrate their passion and interest in the natural world 
and how we relate to it and making use of natural materials in the creation of their 
pieces. 
 
The gallery space at Timespan is quite small and there were no mounted texts 
beside the exhibited work explaining the artist’s process. However, accessing their 
respective websites gave sufficient insight into the work. 
 
I am particularly attracted to the process of using non-traditional material as drawing 
media, as I experienced in the Understanding Painting Media course – material such 
as coffee, soy sauce, nail varnish, etc. I have not as yet, though, experimented with 
natural material found in the environment of immediate landscape – this is something 
I plan to attempt in due course. 
 
 
 


